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                                            Welcome Speech

DATIN HAJAH MASNI BINTI HAJO MOHD ALI

President of BASMIDA Brunei Darussalam

At the Official Opening Ceremony of the 

23rd IFNGO World Conference

on Monday 29th June 2009, the Indera Kayangan Ballroom, 

The Empire Hotel & Country Club, Jerudong 

Bismillaahir Rahmaanir Raheem  Assalamu’Alaikum Warahmatullaahhi Wabarakaatuh Greetings and Peace be with you all

Praise be to Allah the Almighty for His Blessings that enable us to organise this important 23rd IFNGO WORLD CONFERENCE.  May Allah’s Blessings of Peace be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, companions and followers who are loyal and faithful to the end of time.

Mengadap kehadapan majlis Yang Teramat Mulia Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak Puteri Hajah Masna binti Al-Marhum Sultan Haji Omar ‘Ali Saifuddien Sa’adul Khairi Waddien, Ambasssador–at-Large, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

Terlebih dahulu Hamba Tuanku bagi pihak persatuan BASMIDA dengan penuh hormat dan takzim menyembahkan setinggi-tinggi menjunjung kasih atas keberangkatan Tuanku ka Majlis Pembukaan Rasmi bagi the 23rd IFNGO World Conference pada pagi hari yang mulia ini sebagai Tetamu Kehormat dan seterusnya berkenan akan menyempurnakan pembukaan Rasmi Persidangan ini.   

Hamba Tuanku menjunjung sabda perkenan untuk meneruskan Sembah Alu-Aluan ini dalam Bahasa Inggerris. 

Your Royal Highness Princess Hajah Masna,

Dato’ Patricia Yoon Moi-Chia, Secretary General of the Colombo Plan Secretariat,

Mr Nuno Jorge, President of the IFNGO, 

Excellencies, Pengiran-Pengiran, Distinguished guests, ladies and gentleman. 

And distinguished trainers, resource persons from USA, Malaysia, Thailand, Philippines, Colombo Plan Secretariat Drug Advisory Programme, and distinguished delegates from Afghanistan, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Brunei, India, Indonesia, Korea, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippine, Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam

. 

“BASMIDA”, the national anti-drug association of Brunei Darussalam is privileged and honored to be the host for the 23rd IFNGO World Conference with the theme “Global Best Practices and Sustainable Programmes In Drug Abuse Prevention”.  The objectives being not only to share but also network and strengthen colloborative partnership in Preventive Drug Education programmes, activities, knowledge and experience.

The theme was chosen because BASMIDA believes that prevention plays a bigger role in today’s community if we are to effectively combat drug and substance abuse. Comprehensive approaches ranging from education to correct information and its dissemination, alternative healthy life-styles in the arts, sports and recreation and the inculcation of spiritual and good moral values are used to discourage the youth and people from drug abuse. Giving youth spirations to achieve the best according to their ability and suitable opportunities will equip them with the necessary incentives to be responsible stakeholders in a bright future. 

Having social skills and communications skills, choosing friends smartly, being able to say “no” to negative peer pressure, being able to fit oneself, being able to influence, being not influenced in negative activities, being owned into a good group – these are some of the positive qualities that youths need to possess to be able to reject negative lifestyle.  And being able to analyze critically messages from the electronic media, entertainment, even the arts are also some of today’s challenges facing the youth in distancing themselves from drug and substance abuse. 

BASMIDA have always emphasised the role of parents, family and community leaders cannot be under-estimated if drug abuse prevention efforts are to be successful. These should be youth-driven and youth–friendly to reach its objectives. 

Personal involvement in designing local strategies by grass-roots leaders and parents need encouragement and support from government agencies, as these are more cost-effective.  There is also need to monitor alternative activities like school activities, national and international programs, religious programs and participating in the activities of NGOs.

Showing respect for the laws, be they religious laws, laws of the country or community by a role model, parent, guardian and leader is an example in inculcation of praiseworthy values. They give them guidance so that they will have the knowledge and strength when confronted by life challenges. However, it is he parents’ responsibility to set the rules not to abuse drugs. As Muslims, we pray and seek guidance and protection in our doa (supplications) for one’s children that they may be able to cope with these changing times with full confidence. 

We should not forget to impart spiritual, universal and good values and to enhancing life-skills to our youth and others at risk as these are primary prevention tools. These values and skills will help them to stand firm and make the right choice so that they will not succumb or fall prey to the lure of illegal narcotics and psychoactive substances.  

The hosting of this important Conference gives me an opportunity as President of BASMIDA Association to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to Her Majesty the Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak Hajah Saleha binti Al-Marhum Pengiran Pemancha Pengiran Anak Haji Mohamed Alam, the Royal Patron of BASMIDA for Her Majesty’s continuous support and encouragement.

To our highly motivated volunteers, a very big thank you to all. BASMIDA wants to keep the spirit of volunteerism and nationalism alive, and in this context it is a great joy to retain the BASMIDA Choir Group.

Over the years, BASMIDA has remained relevant in the community and country moving with the times and has been working on this noble cause supported by various Government agencies and thus be able to move ahead in synergy. It is indeed one of BASMIDA’s strategies to mobilize the community and the corporate sector to work alongside and build a strong partnership in preventive effort. 

I extend a big thank you to all our international partners who are fully committed to prevention. In particular I would like to express our deep appreciation to the Bureau for International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs of the US Department of State together with the Colombo Plan Drug Advisory Programme for their generous and active assistance to BASMIDA. 

To our local sponsors, and to my valuable committee members, the “big-hearted” and generous individuals, many “hamba Allah” who had donated anonymously or otherwise, may Allah the Almighty grant his blessings.  

Before concluding, may I take this opportunity once again to express our humble appreciation and gratitude to Her Royal Highness Paduka Seri Pengiran Anak Puteri Hajah Masna for her gracious presence and for consenting to officially declare this Conference open.

And to all the Givernment Departments and sponsors, thank you again.

We thank all the distinguished guests, delegates and youth participants and sponsors for your presence at this Opening Ceremony.

We are very grateful that so many of the participants have come from abroad to attend this Conference. I hope you will enjoy your stay in Brunei and wish you all a successful Conference.

Wabillahi Taufik Walhidayah, Wassalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh. 
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