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Her Majesty ….
Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests and Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Selamat pagi, Good morning,

1. 
It is my pleasure and privilege to be here today at the opening ceremony of the 23rd IFNGO World Conference in Bandar Seri Begawan, the beautiful capital city of Brunei Darussalam. Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Her Majesty for gracing the opening ceremony as the Chief Guest of this Colombo Plan Drug Advisory Program’s initiative since Your presence, Your Highness, is an strong indication of the commitment of Brunei to our common cause to address the drug menace in the Asia-Pacific region.

2. 
The Colombo Plan as a regional inter-governmental organization which is celebrating our 58th Anniversary on 1 July 2009, is very pleased to welcome Brunei Darussalam as a provisional member on 20 November 2008.  This event is a milestone in our cooperation since it is the first that Brunei is hosting as a member country of the Colombo Plan.   Since our establishment in 1951, the Colombo Plan has continuously focused on the economic and social development of developing member countries of the region. Our membership is currently of 26 countries which includes countries beyond the Commonwealth in the Asia Pacific region, the whole of SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation), countries in ASEAN (Association of South-East Asian Nations), East Asia, West Asia and Pacific countries, Fiji and Papua New Guinea. 
3.
The Colombo Plan has four permanent programmes, Public Administration and Environment, Private Sector Development and Long-term Scholarship at Master segree lelvel and of course. the Colombo Plan Drug Advisory Programme. Of these four programmes, the DAP is the first and oldest regional programme to address the drug abuse problem in Asia-Pacific region. Since its inception in 1973, the CPDAP has been contributing to the development of professional capacity in government agencies and NGOs involved in drug abuse prevention and control in member countries.  The uniqueness of the Colombo Plan is our partnership concept of self-help and mutual help. Today, Brunei is stepping forward to fulfill this philosophy by cooperating with the Colombo Plan to move the NGOs agenda forward in drug prevention. 
5.
Allow me to revisit the history of IFNGO.  Just as we are who we are due to our experience and background, the IFNGO is what it is today due to its history.  The history of IFNGO is intrinsically entwined with that of the Colombo Plan.  Recognizing the crucial role of NGOs in mobilizing communities against the drug problem and in supplementing and complementing the efforts of their governments, the Colombo Plan DAP spearheaded close collaboration between NGOs at national, regional and global level. Thus, the Colombo Plan set up the International Federation of Non Governmental Organisations for the Prevention of Drug and Substance Abuse (IFNGO) and the South Asian Federation of NGO (SAFNGO). In addition, the Colombo Plan introduced and promoted the Therapeutic Community (TC) approach in the 80s across Asia for the treatment and rehabilitation of drug addicts as well as was instrumental in bringing together the Heads of Narcotic Law Enforcement Agencies (HONLEA) in strategic partnerships in the monitoring of drug trafficking activities.  We have since been supporting the activities of these organizations at the regional level as well as national levels. 

6.
To implement the Colombo Plan’s mission of developing capacities and human resources, the DAP Unit plans and provide more than 20 training programmes annually.  From 1995 to date, the DAP Unit has trained more than 11,000 participants, on average more than 800 per year.  For the record, this year we have 24 short-term programmes and 10 long-term programmes.  These includes the training and certification of addiction professionals, another milestone event for the Colombo Plan, implemented  in collaboration with the National Association with Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counsellors (NAADAC), USA. With the establishment of the Asian Centre for Certification and Education of Addiction Professionals (ACCE) in February 2009, the Colombo Plan strives to reach another level of professionalism in addressing the drug menace in the region. Never before has there been such a move to bring quality services and professionalism into the field of addiction treatment and rehabilitation. I hope that our member Governments will join us in this mission to uplift the standard and quality in services related to the treatment of drug addiction.  Upon agreement by the respective member Governments, the Colombo Plan will then institute the necessary training to enable the nominated individuals to be certified.
7.
I am very proud to inform that the Colombo Plan DAP is the first international organization to implement several innovative strategies to address the changing needs of the member countries in facing multi-faceted problems related to drugs.  These strategies address firstly, youth as the biggest and most vulnerable group in the region through the introduction of life skills in education and training. Secondly, the mobilization of a faith-based approach to drug demand reduction with the cooperation of religious leaders and scholars whom we train. Thirdly, the strengthening of drug prevention and treatment initiatives in member countries, through the establishment of treatment centres and Outreach Drop-in Centres (ODICs) in Afghanistan (1), Pakistan (4) and the Philippines (2).  Here, besides acknowledging the  Bureau for International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL), US Department of State for its funding and support, I would also like to appeal to all member countries which are able, to contribute towards our programmes, not only the DAP but also the Public Administration and Environment, Private Sector development and our Long-term scholarship in order to assist other less developed member countries in line with our philosophy of promoting self help and mutual help.   
9.
The 23rd IFNGO World Conference conducted today with the theme: “Global best Practices and sustainable programmes in drug abuse prevention” is aimed at multiple objectives.  These are the sharing of best practices in drug abuse prevention and addressing the gaps and challenges; mobilizing and empowering the community to prevent drug abuse; providing a forum for prevention practitioners to exchange information, ideas and new technologies relating to drug abuse prevention; enhancing knowledge and skills of prevention practitioners regarding the integration of life skills in drug abuse prevention; and building and expanding the network of Prevention Practitioners in the Asia Pacific region. 

10.
I strongly believe that with the active participation of all delegates, the 23rd IFNGO World Conference will achieve its objectives and serve to contribute to the struggle against drug menace in our countries, region and the world at large.

11.
Also on this occasion, my sincere thanks to BASMIDA, the apex NGO of Brunei Darussalam for making this initiative a reality, and the Bureau for International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL), US Department of State for its financial support. 

12.
Once again, I would like to thank Her Majesty, all distinguished guests and delegates for participating in this event.  I wish you all success in your deliberations which will strengthen the impact of IFNGO in its mission to mobilize NGOs in the combat against drugs in the region. 

Thank you.
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