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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim,
Assalamualaikum Warahmatullaahi Wabarakaatuh and Good Morning,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests,

Board Members of the International Federation of Non-Governmental Organisations For the Prevention of Drugs and Substance Abuse (IFNGO)

Distinguished delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is indeed a great honour to be with you for today’s auspicious event.

I also wish to extend a warm welcome to all of our distinguished guests and delegates from abroad to Brunei Darussalam.

Over the past three decades of its existence, the I-F-N-G-O has been able to evolve into a truly global network of anti-drug-abuse NGO’s from all over the world.

It is therefore a great privilege, for BASMIDA to be entrusted, with the task of hosting this conference.

Distinguished guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

All around the world, efforts to eradicate drug abuse have continued incessantly whilst constantly trying to stay ahead over the ever-rising complexities of the trafficking networks.
Throughout all of our hard work, I believe that if there is one lesson to take to heart, it is that our efforts must be sustainable.

Our programs must be structured in a manner that ensures drug addicts will permanently break away from the vicious cycle of abuse.

It is also imperative that the provision of support should not be confined to addicts alone, and where required also include their families, employers and educators.

It is also equally important that in educating our young generations on the perils of drug abuse, we must also emphasise the dangers of being manipulated by traffickers who now exploit all forms of ICT to search for “mules” to carry drugs.

There have been a number of recent cases reported by the media involving our nationals who have been lured by criminals through the internet.

If traffickers are able to use the internet to deceive adults, imagine the threat they pose to our youths and children, who now grow up with the internet as an integral part of their daily lives.
Distinguished guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


It is clear that the theme for this Conference for “Global Best Practices and Sustainable Programs in Drug Abuse Prevention”, is of great relevance and truly encapsulates how we all may wish to move forward. I therefore would like to applaud the effort of the IFNGO in spreading the message globally that “drug abuse prevention works”.
With the current global economic situation in mind, prevention remains the ideal, cost-effective and most sustainable measure that we can take to protect our communities and educate our children on the threat posed by drug abuse.

Through education and communication, we must make it patently clear to everyone, the manner in which drug abuse destroys the hopes, lives, and families of its victims.

I believe that this is where N-G-Os have the opportunity to play an important role in terms of community outreach activities that help to reinforce the efforts taken by our respective governments.

The cooperation and assistance of NGOs is also greatly needed to enhance existing regional and international cooperation initiatives, such as the invaluable contribution by NGOs to ASEAN’s cooperation in the prevention and control of drug abuse since as early as 1972.

ASEAN’s commitment to develop a Drug-Free ASEAN by 2015, mirrors the commitment of the Leaders of ASEAN themselves in ensuring a sustainable solution to this problem.

I understand that a number of distinguished speakers have been invited to the Conference to share their valuable knowledge and experience.

I am sure that all participants will benefit greatly by exchanging views and sharing in the collective pool of knowledge and ideas that speakers bring with them to this Conference.

It is also most heartening for me to see that youth delegates from overseas and Brunei Darussalam are participating in the Conference. This clearly illustrates the position of youths as vital stakeholders in the work of the Conference and the IFNGO.

Finally, I congratulate BASMIDA members as volunteers in a civil society for successfully hosting this important Conference and to the Bureau for International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs of the United States Department of State, and the Drug Advisory Programme of the Colombo Plan Secretariat for giving their valuable support to and collaboration with BASMIDA.
I wish all participants to the conference the greatest of success in their deliberations and discussions, and I hope that our overseas guests will have a pleasant stay in Brunei Darussalam.

With the kalimah “Bismillahirrahmanirrahim”, it gives me great pleasure to declare open “The 23rd World Conference of the International Federation of Non-Governmental Organisations For The Prevention of Drugs and Substance Abuse”.

Thank you.

Wabillahit Taufik Wal-Hidayah,

Wassalamu’Alaikum Warahmatullaahi Wabarakaatuh.
