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I extend to you all my warmest greetings, on our biannual world gathering – our ‘Rites of Spring’, of change and renewal.

May I express IFNGO’s, as well as my own personal, high regard and respect to the Authorities of Brunei Darussalam, Host Country of this IFNGO 23rd World Conference, as well as appreciation for the welcome extended to the participants, during their stay in this most hospitable Land.

I wish also to express my thanks to BASMIDA Brunei-Darussalam under the leadership of Datin Hajah Masni binti Mohd Ali, Chairperson of the Organizing Committee, which, with the Sponsors of the Conference, The Colombo Plan Drug Advisory Programme and Bureau for International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs, US Department of State, is hosting this conference.
IFNGO was created in 1949, with head offices in Shanghai, and was re-launched in 1981, the Secretariat being, then, established in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia: consequently, it has been active for the last 28 years. It is a worldwide federation of NGOs, with substantive members in 40 countries.

During these 28 years we witnessed many diverse actions being taken against drug addiction. But we are also witness that all these policies were not really successful, as they did not achieve full accomplishment: at best, some improvement was achieved, more often just containment. It is difficult to say, as data available is neither comprehensive nor reliable.
Three decades is a long time… After this thirty year war – 30 years for IFNGO, much more for the other entities—we could, and should, have expected better, which may be cause to a review and assessment of our stand and our policies.

We have been facing, along with all other entities engaged in the same quest, a powerful common foe, which, in my opinion, has many more resources than the estimated 300 Billion US dollars a year of income from illegal drug trafficking: the drug cartels are an indissoluble part of a conglomerate including, but not restricted to, money laundering, armament trafficking, and white slavery; it is within this framework that we have to plan cooperative actions, since they work together and support each other.

Today, we also face a new problem in the new designer, or synthetic, drugs. Whereas in the traditional oplates, supply suppression could be, somehow, achieved with strict control at the borders, this is more problematic with the new generation of synthetic drugs, as some of them can be easily manufactured locally, even in a kitchen or a bathroom.
On the other hand, this diversity of new generation of drugs, create a different breed of problems and preventive actions cannot be similar, much less copied. Their attraction and ready availability to the younger generation is a reality that poses new challenges.

Around the World, different attitudes from society, and different legislations, both often radically different, do not help, as, at the end of the day, we waste time and resources confronting each other, instead of concentrating in reducing, and, eventually, eliminating, drug addiction, our common objective.

IFNGO, with the diversity of its membership, is fortunate in that it is managing to achieve more and more a common ground among the membership, the latest basis of which was formally approved in our last world conference.

We are convinced that drug problems are People’s problems, and we cannot dissociate from the main focus – the Human Being – in our plans and actions, especially facing the inclusion new developments such as HIV and AIDS, which were not cause for concern three decades ago.

We also recognize, that drug dependency is a disease, and, perhaps, I should refer the presentation of Dr. Nora D. Volkow, NIDA Director (National Institute on Drug Abuse – USA), at the UNODC, last December, raising the possibility of a genetic predisposition for addiction.

The safeguard of the Sanctity of Human Life, accompanied by the spirit of solidarity, must be paramount in our preoccupations, namely, in the protection of third parties.

Consequently, all measures relating to drug control strategies and Public Health, especially those leading to the containment or minimization of the adverse health and social consequences of drug abuse, including HIV and AIDS should be considered in all actions leading to the prevention of Drug and Substance Abuse, and the rehabilitation of the dependent, with the ultimate goal of attaining a society free from Drug and Substance Abuse.

However, treatment and rehabilitation will be Pyrrhic victory, if we do not follow up with a successful reinsertion and functional reintegration into society: at the end of the day, we must deal with the causes for addiction, not only on a personal or family level, but within a societal dimension, for both the dispossessed and the disillusioned, and the Dignity of the Human Being.

I wish you all, during this conference, a giant step in our common journey towards a Drug Free World, which enjoying a rewarding experience in our ‘Rites of Spring’, with Charity, and in Solidarity and Brotherhood with our less fortunate Fellow Human Beings afflicted with scourge of illicit drugs and substance.

